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To:
State Referee Administrators


State Directors of Referee Instruction


State Directors of Referee Assessment


Chair, State Referee Committee

National Referees


National Instructors and Assessors

From:
Alfred Kleinaitis


Manager of Referee Development and Education

Re:
Violent Conduct

Date:
July 1, 2005

________________________________________________________________


Attached are two clips, one from a distance and the other from closer in, of violent conduct committed in a match played on June 29 between the Columbus Crew and the Kansas City Wizards.


Crew  #4, Robin Fraser, kicked Wizards #22, Davy Arnaud, in the 80th minute.  Fraser and Arnaud had been competing for the ball and, as a result of tactics by Arnaud which Fraser thought were unfair, Fraser lost the challenge.  At this point, Fraser kicked Arnaud as Arnaud was pulling away with the ball.  The kick was 

· Delivered from behind,

· To the upper leg of the opponent,

· In retaliation, and

· With no intent to play the ball.


A kick is an inherently violent act and, under the above circumstances, was clearly the sort of misconduct under Law 12 which must be handled by sending the offending player from the field and displaying the red card.   Referees must act quickly and decisively in such cases for the safety of the players and to maintain the Spirit of the Game.
