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To:
State Referee Administrators


State Directors of Referee Instruction


State Directors of Referee Assessment


Chair, State Referee Committee

National Referees


National Instructors and Assessors

From:
Alfred Kleinaitis


Manager of Referee Development and Education

Re:
Obvious Goal Scoring Opportunities


August 10, 2005 – MetroStars vs DC United
Date:
August 17, 2005

________________________________________________________________

Two incidents occurred during a match between the NY MetroStars and DC United on August 10, 2005, which highlight the need to understand and properly implement the send-off for interfering with an obvious goal-scoring opportunity.  In both situations, the player was fouled while attacking the opponent's goal from within 20 yards.

The referee must quickly and accurately assess the criteria for a goal-scoring opportunity (the "4 Ds"):

· Distance to the goal,

· Distance of the ball,

· Direction of play, and

· Number of Defenders

and respond firmly with a red card when all four criteria are not only present but "obviously" present.

In the 60th minute, Gaven (MetroStars # 24) played the ball several yards forward and to the right of the goal when he was fouled by Moreno (United #99).  At the time, both the United goalkeeper and at least one other United player were between the foul and the United goal and therefore capable of defending if Gaven had kept control of the ball.  Given these facts, several of the criteria (Direction, number of Defenders, and Distance to the ball) were not concretely obvious.

In the 70th minute of the same match, United #16 (Carroll) was tackled by MetroStars # 3 (Leitch), tripped, and then kicked by Leitch from behind.   At the time of these fouls, Carroll was running from left to right across the top of the penalty area.  Due to this Direction of play, an obvious goal-scoring opportunity was not present.

In these two situations, proper action by the referee required a steady and accurate evaluation of each of the four conditions required to send off a defender for interfering with an obvious goal-scoring opportunity.  The foul by Moreno against Gaven was certainly close to meeting all the criteria but giving the red card requires that the conditions must be obvious.   In the fouls by Leitch against Carroll, two and possibly three of the criteria for a goal-scoring opportunity were not clearly present.  Accordingly, a red card in either situation would not have been justified for this type of misconduct.

