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To: 

Officials Working Professional League Matches



National Assessors



National Instructors


From:

Alfred Kleinaitis



Manager of Referee Development and Education

Subject:
Violent Conduct at match played on 04/09/2005

Date:

April 14, 2005

Attached are two video clips of an incident occurring at the 87th minute in the match between Real Salt Lake and Los Angeles Galaxy (4/9/2005, at LA).  The first clip is a long distance view of a sequence of plays, ending with a tackle by Clint Mathis (#10, Real Salt Lake).  The second clip is a close-up view of the tackle itself.

In the first clip, Mathis is tackled, falls down, and then is slightly bumped a few seconds later after he gets back on his feet.  Both contacts are initiated by the same opponent, LA Galaxy #15 Ugo Ihemelu.  Almost immediately thereafter, Mathis chops down Ihemelu.

The second clip shows a closer view of Mathis' action against Ihemelu -- a sweep of the opponent's legs from behind.  At the time, the ball was being played by Galaxy's #17 Guillermo Ramirez some distance away from this event.

Taking the two clips together, it appears evident that the foul by Mathis was taken against Ihemelu 

(a) in retaliation for Ihemelu's immediately prior actions, 

(b) that it was performed well away from the ball with no intent to challenge for possession, and 

(c) that the tackle occurred from an unexpected direction (which significantly increases the danger to the opponent).  

Accordingly, Mathis should have been sent from the field and shown the red card for violent conduct.  

REFEREES ARE REMINDED THAT STRONG ACTION MUST BE TAKEN WHEN CYNICAL FOULS OF THIS SORT ARE SEEN TO OCCUR.
